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OLIVE) TREES
A Monthly Journal devoted to Missionary Work in the Reformed Presby-

terian Church, U. S. A.

No. MARCH, 1908. 3,

QUESTIONS OF THE HOUR.

SABBATH SCHOOLS AND YOUNG
PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES.*

REV. J. A. WORDEN, D.D.

SABBATH SCHOOLS.

A review of the broad field shows

marked progress.

I. Teacher Training

—

During the

past year a step in advance has been taken

in standardizing the minimum require-

ments of teacher training. At a confer-

ence in the Witherspoon Building, Phila-

delphia, held under the authority of the

International Sunday School Association

through its Committee on Education,

composed of representatives of different

denominations, including those of the Pres-

byterian Churches of Canada and of the

United States of America, as well as of

the International Committee, the question.

What should be required of persons ask-

ing for preparation for teaching in the

Sabbath school, was thus answered

:

“(a) Fifty (50) lesson periods, of

which at least twenty. (20) should be de-

voted to the study of the Bible, and at

least seven (7) each to the study of the

pupil, the teacher and the Sabbath school.

“(b) That ~two years’ time should be

*Report presented to the meeting of the

Executive Commission of the American

Section of the World Alliance of the Re-

formed Churches, holding the Presby-

tenan System
f
Fifth Avenue Presbyterian

Church, New York, Feb. 11-13, 1908.

devoted to this course, and in no case

should a diploma be granted for its com-

pletion in less than one year.

“(c) That there should be an advanced

course, including not less than one hun-

dred (100) lesson periods, with a mini-

mum of forty (40) lesson periods devoted

to the study of the Bible, and of not less

than ten (10) each to the study of the

pupilj the teacher, the Sabbath school,

Church history or kindred themes.

“(d) That three years’ time should be

devoted to this course, and in no case

should a diploma be granted for its com-

pletion in less than two years.”

In the matter of names for the stand-

ard courses it was unanimously voted as

the sense of the conference that the ap-

proved form be:

“First Standard Teacher Training

Course.

“Advanced Standard Teacher Training

Course.”

“That the International Sunday School

Association should register teacher train-

ing classes with the proper denominations,

and that there should be the freest pos-

sible interchange of registration between

the Association and the denominations.

“We declare it to be the responsibility

of each denomination to promote to the

utmost the training of teachers for the

Sabbath school, and that it is vital to the

uplift of this work that the denominations

have the cordial co-operation and support
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of the International Sunday School Asso-

ciation.”

This standard will probably be adopted

by the Triennial Convention meeting in

Louisville in June, 1908, and by the Sab-

bath School Departments of the Churches.

Agreement upon the course of study and

examination marks definite advance. Since

the way is opened, the responsibility of

doing its utmost to further the thorough

training of its Sabbath school teachers

rests more seriously than ever upon every

church in the Alliance. Paul’s word

(II. Cor. 8, 11) recurs to mind: “Now
complete the doing also; that as there

was the readiness to will, so there may be

the completion also out of your ability.”

II. Organized Adult Bible Classes.

Your committee report with deep grat-

ification the progress of the organized

Bible class movement. They regard this

movement as the gracious work of the

Holy Spirit, impelling large numbers of

members of thfe Church to become regular

and systematic students of God’s word,

and a movement of the Spirit toward

making the Sabbath schools Bible schools

of the Church, not merely for children,

but for all ages in the Church, thus ap-

proximating the Scriptural ideal of the

Church, a school

,

the Lord Jesus Christ

the divine teacher, the Bible the text-

book, and every Christian a disciple

,

a

learner, a scholar.

In answer to the question, What con-

stitutes an organized adult Bible class?

those who have given the question the

most patient consideration reply:

(1)

The class should be definitely, con-

nected with some Sabbath school, thus

unifying and relating its work.

(2) The class shall be made up of per-

sons who are sixteen years of age and over.

(3) The class shall have the following

officers : Teacher, president, vice-presi-

dent, secretary, treasurer. It shall also

have at least three standing committees,

as follows : Membership, devotional,

social. It is not essential that these com-

mittees be known by these particular

names, but that this class have these

committees, which are responsible for

these three kinds of work. Thousands of

classes, thus organized, have been estab-

lished with hundreds of thousands of

members, including large numbers of in-

telligent, active, and influential men and

women. The possibilities for usefulness

of these organized classes in stimulating

Bible study; in winning souls;, in

strengthening and elevating the Sabbath

schools; in adding to the membership of

the Church, and in training men and

women for aggressive work for Christ are

incalculable.

III. Graded Lesson System in the Sab-

bath School.

The Sabbath School world is just now

divided into two divisions over the ques-

tion of graded system of lessons. The

Boston Conference, composed of the lead-

ing men of the International lesson and

executive committees, and about forty

others prominent in the work, including

the Sabbath school editors of all the great

denominations, agreed as to two conclu-

sions: (1) That the principle of graded

systems of lessons was correct; (2) that

the large majority, of the schools are not

ready for graded lessons. With practical

sagacity the Boston Conference met the

dilemma. After prolonged debate, they

adopted the following recommendation to

the next Triennial International Con-

vention, which meets next June in Louis-

ville, Ky.

:

“It is the conviction of this Confer-

ence

—

“(1) That the system of a general les-

son for the whole school, which has been

in successful use for thirty-five }'ears, is

still the most jmacticable and successful
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system for the great majority of schools

in Yortli America. Because of its past

accomplishments, its present usefulness

and future possibilities, we recommend

its continuance and fullest development.

“(2) That the need for a graded sys-

tem of lessons is expressed by so many
Sabbath schools and workers that it should

he adequately met by the International

Sunday School Association, and that the

Lesson Committee should be instructed

by the next International Convention to

continue the preparation of a thoroughly

graded course covering the entire range of

the Sabbath school.”

The result will be that the Inter-

national Lesson System will stand un-

changed for all who desire it. At the same

time for those prepared for them five

courses will he furnished by' the Inter-

national Association: (a) A two years’

beginner’s course for ages three to five,

and (b) a three years’ primary course for

ages six to eight, and (c) a four years’

course for ages nine to twelve will be fur-

nished complete by Jan. 1, 1909. They

will be issued as International courses.

They will be prepared, however, by a

selected committee of experts, (d) What
is now known as the regular International

courses will be used by the International

department for ages between thirteen and

seventeen, and (e) the advanced lessons for

the senior department for those of eight-

een years and upward. We regard these

as important steps in the line of conser-

vative progress, and encourage the ex-

pectation that in the course of time these

graded systems will gradually come into

use by the schools generally.

YOUNG PEOPLE’S SOCIETIES.

The arrangement and supervision of

Young People’s Societies in the churches

composing this Section are not yet sat-

isfactory. Several great denominations

not in our Alliance have organized, each

for itself, their own young people’s work

for instruction and training. The Meth-

odist Episcopal Church has its Epworth

League, and the Baptist Church their

Baptist Young People’s Union. Among
our own the United Presbyterian Church

compactly orders its young people’s work

in the Young People’s Union. Other

churches of this Section are wrestling with

the question. We understand that at the

present time the United Society of Chris-

tian Endeavor acknowledges its inability

adequately to develop and guide the vast

numbers of the young people’s organiza-

tions in all the different churches. The

necessity of each denomination organizing

and directing its own youth is obvious.

In the Presbyterian Church, U. S. A.,

there seems a plethora of young people’s

departments, one in the Board of Home
Missions, and one in the Foreign Mis-

sion Board. As the issue of the labors of

the permanent committee on young peo-

ple's societies, their work was transferred

in May, 1906, to the newly created Young
People’s Societies Department in the

Board of Publication and Sabbath School

Work.

We know the mind of the Church, how-

ever, from the following action of the As-

sembly of 1907 : “That in view of the

various and unrelated agencies influencing

the young people of our Church, the Com-
mittee on Administrative Agencies be

directed to present for the consideration

of the next General Assembly some plan

for a central bureau for the Christian

nurture of the young, such bureau to

undertake a comprehensive programme

on the subject, including principles,

modes of organization, instruction in the

Bible, in missionary affairs, in Church

standards, and policy; practical ministry;

systematic giving, devotional, manual,

social or other features proper to the sub-

ject, and plans for making the same ef-
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fective among churches and the young

people.” We have then the prospect of

one completely organized and equipped

Young People’s Department, through

which the Church’s function of caring for

its young people can be performed. Our

other churches are preparing similar pro-

vision for the development of their soci-

eties.

Merest mention can be given to import-

ant subjects, missions, home and world-

wide, in the life of Sabbath schools and

young people’s societies ; the Sabbath

school as an evangelizing agency; the or-

ganization and work of brotherhoods; the

establishment of training schools for

Christian workers, both men and women.

But that which cannot be passed over,

that which rests as a burden upon your

committee, is the transcendant importance

of the homes of our people as schools for

Christ. All other Christian organizations

and efforts will fail unless they are built

upon Christian nurture in the home. The

covenant of Jehovah (Gen. 17, 7) with

parents is vital to the Christian family,

and the Christian family is vital to the

Church and also the State. Christian nur-

ture, founded on the Abraliamic parental

covenant, is a chosen method of God of

raising up a godly seed, of perpetuating

the Church, and, as Horace Bushnell said,

of out-populating the world. Catholicism is

the religion of the church. Protestantism

the Christianity of the home. If the

home deteriorates, Christianity declines.

The Presbyterian Reformed Churches

are set, as one of their pristine tasks, for

the defense of Christian nurture in the

home. We appeal to our brethren of the

Section, not resting with an assent to

these statements, to plan something, do

something, which will give Jehovah’s cov-

enant its true position as the foundation

of the home life of our people. More

vital is rebuilding family altars and the

revival of home Christianity than all else,

even than Sabbath school or young peo-

ple’s work, even than evangelistic services.

God send us a real religious life
5
which shall push blindness out of the heart and make

us better fathers, mothers and children—a religious life that shall go with us where

we go, and make every house the house of God, every act acceptable as a prayer.

—

Theodore Parlcer.

You cannot grow in grace to any high degree while you are conformed to the world.

The life of separation may be a path of sorrow, but it is the highway of safely : and

though the separated life may cost you many pangs, and make every day a battle, yet it

is a happy life after all. No joy can excel that of the soldier of Christ; Jesus re-

veals Himself graciously, and gives such refreshment that the warrior feels more calm

and pride in his daily strife than others in their hours of rest. The highway of holi-

ness is the highway of communion. It is thus we shall hope to win the crown, if we are

enabled by divine grace faithfully to follow Christ “without the camp.” The crown

of glory will follow the cross of separation. A moment’s shame will be well recom-

pensed by eternal honor
;
a little while of witness-bearing will seem nothing, when we

are “forever with the Lord.”

—

Spurgeon.

Cheered by the presence of God, I will do at the moment without anxiety, according

to the strength which He shall give me, the work that His Providence assigns me. I

will leave the rest; it is not my affair.

—

Fenelon.
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NEWS OF THE CHURCHES.
ABROAD.

Latakia, Syria.—The following letter

from Miss Zada A. Patton shows the con-

dition of the work in Latakia, Jan. 15,

1908:

We have just had a pleasant and, we

trust, a profitable communion season.

Last week being the week of prayer, meet-

ings in connection with the communion

were held only the latter part of the week.

The attendance during the week of prayer

was good, and great interest manifested.

The weather during all the services was

favorable. There were not as many in

for the communion from the villages, as

usual, only one from Jendairia and three

from Bahamra.

Mr. McFarland conducted the service

on Saturda}r

,
except the explanation of

the terms of communion. He gave a

splendid sermon that was of good length,

and it was well delivered, showing that

he has done some hard studying during

the fourteen months we have been here.

The native brethren were very much
pleased.

We had a little rain Sabbath morning,

but before Sabbath school was over the

sun was shining brightty. During ser-

vice the people were quiet and orderly.

Eighty native brethren and the eleven

missionaries sat down at the Lord's table.

Four young people were received into the

Church on Saturday. All were baptized

members. There were others who asked

to be admitted, but it was thought best

not to receive them this time. Mr. Edgar

preached at the afternoon service, and

Mr. Stewart gave a brief translation after-

wards. Most of the men in the town who
know English were present, among them

Mr. Vitale, the British Vice-Consul. It

was especially helpful to those of us who

are not able to get very much from a ser-

mon in Arabic, to hear one in our own

language. Mr. Stewart held a prayer

meeting Sabbath evening, and gave the

closing sermon Monday evening.

There has been an average of about

eight patients in the hospital during the

last month. That is not as large a num-

ber as usual.

The school work has been going on

again since the 6th, after the vacation of

a week and one day.

All the missionaries are well.

Cyprus—In a brief letter dated Jan.

29, 1908, Dr. Calvin McCarroll speaks of

the work as having “its discouragements

and again its encouraging features.

About two months ago one of the members

in Kyrenia became disaffected and

brought an agent of the Plymouth Breth-

ren from Athens, who tried to turn the

members of the Mission from their faith

and was partially successful with one

young man; but we hope and pray that

he may be guided aright and return to

his former faith." He mentions other

cases that have occasioned some measure

of anxiety. “Services," he writes, “are

being held regularly in the chapel, and

are faithfully attended by the members,

but only occasionally by outsiders. In

the medical work there are no new devel-

opments, except that the young Armen-

ian who was my Turkish interpreter and

teacher has gone to Switzerland for his"

health, so that Mr. Colisides, who also

knows Turkish, has to do all work of that

kind now.

“We are having a delightful winter.
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with plenty of snow in the mountains.

The country is beautiful now with

the green crops and the almond trees in

bloom.”

China.—Olive Trees gives its readers

an interesting letter from Miss Mary

Lena Wilson, under date of Jan. 10, 1908

:

We had a very enjoyable communion

season on the first Sabbath of the New
Year. The weather was all that could be

desired, and attendance was good, though

they say it was not as large as usual.

There was an accession of six members

—

five men and one woman. Three men and

one woman were received as applicants

for baptism, making about forty on the

list, and many others have expressed a

desire to learn the Jesus doctrine. At the

beginning of the service on Saturday

morning Mr. A. I. Robb baptized little

Robert Paul Wright and Margaret Robb.

Mr. Blair led in prayer. This was a very

beautiful and impressive service; being

conducted in English, we were able to

understand it better than any of the other

services. After the sermon five adults

were baptized. As they stood before us

to receive the ordinance of baptism, our

hearts were filled with joy, while we

breathed prayers of thanksgiving to our

Heavenly Father for His wondrous love

in transforming the lives of those before

us. The other member received was an

old man, who was baptized on Sabbath

morning.

The services were all very interesting

and impressive, even to those of us who

cannot understand what is being said
;
for

it is such an inspiration to see the earnest-

ness of those who have been brought to

Christ. I was impressed very much with

the way the prayer meetings are con-

ducted. When the leader calls on some

one to speak on the topic for discussion,

he walks up to the front of the house,

faces the audience and speaks with great

enthusiasm. On inquiring why they called

on certain ones to speak instead of giving

every one a chance, I was informed that

when they conducted voluntary meetings

there were always three or four on their

feet at once.

One evening the leader of the prayer

meeting knew there was to be an import-

ant announcement at the close of the

meeting and thought he would leave

plenty of time for it. So he called on

Mr. A. I. Robb, who very briefly an-

nounced the wedding of Leung Sin Shaang

and Lau Yung, which is to take place in

the chapel on Jan. 21, and invited all the

members of the Church to the feast to

be given on the same evening at their

new home. Then, the leader remarked

that we still had a few minutes before

closing time, and called on a certain man
to make some remarks. But the man
very politely declined to accept the in-

vitation to make a speech, and called on

Leung Sin Shaang who calmly faced the

audience and made some remarks on the

topic for the evening, which was concern-

ing the wedding feast found in the

twenty-second chapter of Matthew. It

appealed to me as very ludicrous to have a

man make remarks on this topic to an

audience to whom the invitation had just

been extended to his own wedding feast.

But if the Chinese thought it a strange

occurrence, they did not show it at all.

They gave him undivided attention.

Mr. A. I. Robb has closed the Semin-

ary until after the Chinese new year.

This permits the students to give their

entire time to the teaching of the new-

comers in the language, while Mr. Robb,

accompanied by Mr. J. K. Robb and two

students, is doing some itinerary work.

The boys’ school and also the girls’ school

will close next week for a month’s vaca-

tion, during the Chinese new year.
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We are observing the week of prayer,

and have had very interesting and help-

ful meetings each evening. -

Monday, Jan. 6, the Mission met and

appointed missionaries to open the new

stations, as suggested by the Board; that

is, two ministers and a doctor for each

station. Revs. R. A. Blair, E. C. Mitchell

and Dr. Scott will open the station at

Lin Tan; Revs. W. M. Robb, Julius A.

Kempf and Dr. Jean or Kate McBurney

at Do Sing. It was left to the girls to

decide which one would stay here. Dr.

Wright, with Revs. A. I. and J. K. Robb,

will remain.

We newcomers are working diligently

at the language and take delight in using

what little knowledge we have,- even

though we afford much amusement by our

mistakes.

Dr. Wright and Mr. J. K. Robb are

making arrangements to sail for Amer-

ica on the Korea, which leaves Hong
Kong April 3. The children have been

entertaining the whooping cough, but all

seem to be getting better now. They are

looking forward to their visit in America

with great delight, and are constantly

telling us they will bring us something

when they come back in the fall.

Writing on Jan. 11, Rev. E. C. Mitchell

says:

Last Sabbath was our communion Sab-

bath. The service, was very impressive

to me, especially when six Chinese con-

verts were baptized; and when the com-

municants took their seats at the Lord’s

table, there were enough to fill the table

that reached clear across the chapel, and

quite a large number of us had to sit in

the front pews. The natives are very

earnest, and are studying hard, the most

of them, to learn more of the Jesus doc-

trine. One thing that has impressed me
since coming here is the great desire of

the converts to tell others of the new

way. They are all so anxious to give the

light that they have received to others.

There is certainly a widely open door

here. I think that it is significant that

all the temples that I have seen here seem

to be on the decline. The people are not

doing anything to fix them up apparently.

They still go there to worship, but the

temples are all old, and some of them are

beginning to look very much dilapidated.

Revs. A. I. and J. K. Robb have been out

this week on an itineratirig tour, and they

spent one night in a heathen temple, and

taught there the next day. There was no

opposition on the part of the people to

their doing this. They have done this

before, I believe, but it strikes me as sig-

nificant when the name of Jesus Christ

is being proclaimed in a heathen temple.

We newcomers are doing what we can

at the study of the language. We of

course are finding it rather a stiff propo-

sition that we have before us, but we hope

that in the course of time we will be able

to do the work that we have been sent out

to do. The new missionary feels like

rather a useless piece of furniture when
there is so much to do, and he is not able

to do anything at all, not even to make

his wants known to the people around

him without the help of the older mission-

aries. '

There is to be a wedding here next

week. The teacher of the boys’ school,

Leung Sin Shaang, and the Chinese girl

who teaches in the girls’ school are to be

married. All of us are invited to the

wedding feast. But I need not tell you

of this affair, for I suppose that Dr. Kate

McBurney and Mr. A. I. Robb, who have

engineered the thing, have told all about

it before this.

Our fine weather still continues, but

the rainy season will soon be due.

%
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A personal letter from Mrs. Dr. Wright

contains an item or two of general in-

terest :

I should have written months ago that

Dr. Kate McBurney now has charge of

the girls* school. I found that with my
little boy, the work was too much, and she

does it much better than I did. I find

time to hold weekly meetings with the

women who can read. We have taken up

an outline of the Old Testament and are

now following the Children of Israel

through the wilderness.

We are hoping to get to Synod, and we

are so very glad that Philadelphia is the

place of meeting this year.

The newcomers are working hard and

making good progress.

Those of us who are mothers have our

hands full these days, as the children

have the whooping cough. But they are

getting along very well, and we hope will

be entirely better ere long.

To-day is one of the great wedding days

among the* Chinese. Some of us are going

to a wedding feast this afternoon. They

send invitations printed on red paper

and some one to conduct us to the fes-

tival at the proper time.

A few paragraphs are taken from a let-

ter Mr. Blair wrote to Elder Henry

O’Neill, of New York, Jan. 8, 1908:

We had our first communion in China

last Sabbath, and to all of us newcomers

it was a time not soon to be forgotten.

We had preaching by Mr. Kempf Friday

morning. - - - After the sermon there

was a baptismal service. Three boys, the

first fruits of the boys’ school; one man,

who is a herdsman out on the mountains,

and one woman all stood and answered

the queries put to them by Mr. Kobb, and

were baptized. To those of us who saw

for the first time those who had been in

darkness received into the Christian

Church, the service was most impressive,

and we could feel a thrill pass through

us. On Sabbath morning another man
was publicly received. This man was one

who had heard Mr. A. I. Bobb preach

once, and who, Mr. Robb thinks, accepted

the gospel on the first presentation. He
came about a year ago and- wanted to be

received, but Mr. J. Iv. Robb thought he

had better wait. He was very anxious, and

said that he was an old man and might

not live to another communion season.

Mr. Robb explained to him that Christ

could save him, although he might not

partake of the Supper here. This time

he came and joined, and no one who has

not had a similar experience can know
the feeling that Mr. Robb had as he bap-

tized him.

Seventy, including sixteen foreigners,

took their seats at the communion table.

Unless for the appearance of the people

and the fact that the address was in a

strange and to some of us an unknown

tongue, you could not have told the dif-

ference from a similar service at home.

Everything was done “decently and in

order.’’ However, when one thought that

only a few years ago not one of these

natives had ever heard of Christ, but had

been living in heathen darkness, worship-

ping sticks and stones, the sacredness of

the service was very much increased, and

Christ was very much more precious. I

thought that if the people at home could

only have seen what we were privileged

to see and enjo}-, they would have felt that

they had made a rich investment of their

money and their prayers. Quite a large

number were kept away from the service

on account of the season. There are

seventy-five members here now. Some of

them are being persecuted by their

friends. One old man has been disin-

herited to the extent of $14 a year, which

means something in China when a ‘man
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earns perhaps $4 a month. Others are

kept back from uniting as their friends

have threatened them. Friday and

Saturday there was an attendance that

would rival many of the home churches.

Sabbath morning there were as many as a

hundred and fifty in the chapel at one

time. There are always a number who

keep coming and going.

It is to be hoped that, before we

leave for the new stations, there will be

more missionaries on the field. There is

work for three ministers at Tak Hing now

and the need is steadily increasing.

There are more towns where work can be

done, and there are great opportunities

for itinerating. Messrs. A. I. an,d

J. Iv. Robb have gone to the country and

to some large towns to the north. The

doctors make two and three trips each

week to neighboring towns, healing the

sick and spreading the word and mak-

ing friends for the work in the future.

- - - - The Mission here offers a fine

.opportunity for the investment of money.

It stands high in the estimation of other

missionaries, who say that the Tak Hing

•missionaries have good sense, and also of

other foreigners. The captain of the best

boat on the river told me that our mission-

aries were the best liked of any on his

trip from Hong Kong to Wu Chow, a

distance of about three hundred miles.

So one is at no disadvantage here by being

a Covenanter, but rather at a great ad-

vantage.—
Last month Dr. Wright had an article

in a Chinese magazine on the care of the

eyes, the first literature in Chinese pub-

lished by- any in the Mission.

Mr. Mitchell and I are talking

of going to Lin Tan and viewing the field.

Dr. Wright has promised to take us, and

to visit some other missionaries who have

a station far up the Lo Ting River.

Mr. Walter T. Miller has handed us a

letter from Rev. R. A. Blair, dated Dec.

3, 1907, from which we are allowed to

take a sentence or two :

I accompanied Dr. Wright and Dr.

Jean McBurney to a small village some

ten miles north, about two weeks ago. We
had a very interesting day. We had a

coolie along to carry the medicine and

books and our dinner. We left about 8

A. M., and reached an old temple out-

side the village about 10 :30. We ate din-

ner there before we entered the village.

It was market day, and the people from

the country were in town. The doc-

tors were kept busy treating patients and

giving out medicine. • One little chap

that Dr. Jean treated for a boil on his

head yelled at the tcrp of his voice and

kicked all the time. His father, how-

ever, held on to him, and with the coolie’s

help kept him on his knee during the

operation. The coolie “talked doctrine”

and sold books while the doctors were

busj". A big part of the crowd came

about a quarter of a mile with us. They

were very friendly, and seemed grateful

for the medicine and help.

Dr. Wright had a funny experience the

other day at the hospital. A woman
brought in her son, who was about sixteen

years old, to have his eye teeth pulled.

The teeth were a little prominent, but

perfectly sound. The doctor said that he

saw no reason for pulling them, and that

it would be foolish to do. so. The woman
said that she wanted them pulled, as the

neighbors had told her that if she did not

have them pulled, her son would grow

into a tiger and eat people. After quite a

little persuasion she finally agreed to let

the boy keep his teeth, as she said Dr.

Wright knew ver}’ much more than she

did. The doctor gave her great comfort

by telling her that if ever she saw any

signs of her son growing into a tiger to
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bring him in and he would pull the teeth, some practical help to the other mission-

We are liking China very much, and aries and the poor people about us.

longing for the time when we can be of
(

-

FOREIGN MISSION TREASURY.
At the bi-monthly meeting of the Board of Foreign Missions, held in New York,

Tuesday, Jan. 28, 1908, Treasurer Walter T. Miller presented the following reports*

from Nov. 21, 1907, to Jan. 27, 1908 :
.

|

Mission in China.

Receipts.

From Congregations $119.74
“ Sabbath schools and missionary societies 101.19
“

Individuals 367.54
“ Ohio Presbytery, on account of their provision for salary of their mis-

sionary, Rev. R. A. Blair 50.00

_?i

Total receipts 4 $638.47

Expenditures.

For salaries .* $302.99

Total expenditures $302 . 99

The excess of receipts over expenditures being * $335.48

Added to credit balance of Nov. 21, 1907, of 3605.60

Leaves a credit balance this date of $3941.08.

Syrian Mission. ;l „

Receipts.

From Congregations $5627.02

“ Sabbath schools and missionary societies 481.56

“ Individuals ‘ 663.82
“ various sources, specially for Latakia 45.00
“ * “ “ *

“ Tarsus 25.00
“ “ “ “ “ Cyprus 60.50

“ Suadia 25.00

Through Olive Trees:

From young women of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 104.75

“ Ministers of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 35.00

“ Elders of the Reformed Presbyterian Church 9.50

Bequest of Mrs. Isabella Torrens, through Trustees of Synod 999.12

$8076.27

$759.67

500.00

150.00

500.00

Total receipts

Expenditures.

For salaries
“ Mission expenses, account Latakia
“ “ “ “ Tarsus
“ “ “ Cyprus
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For special contributions, account Latakia 20.00
“ account small items, stationery * 4.20

“ telephone call to Philadelphia . . 2.25

Total expenditures $1936.12

The excess of receipts over expenditures being $6140 . 15

Debit balance of Nov. 21, 1907, deducted therefrom 2659.31

Leaves a credit balance this date of $3480 . 84

Semi-Centennial Memorial Fund.

Total receipts to Jan. 27, 1908 $3707.25
E. & O. E.

New York, January 27, 1908.

AT HOME.
The following items are from the Central Board

:

Financial Statement.

On hand On hand

Jan. 1, 1908. Receipts. Expenditures. Jan., 1908.

Indian Mission $ 225.59 $285.81 $333.33 $ 178.07

Southern Mission 2,287.62 552.20 668.32 2,171.50

Sustentation . . 1,276.95 2.00 375.00 903.95

Overdraft Overdraft

Domestic Mission . $1,499.73 2,204.11 2,375.28 1,670.90

The enrollment in the Selma School this year is about the same as last, between

450 and 500. On account of sickness the attendance has fallen off
;
this will also

lessen the amount received for tuition. The attendance at the Sabbath evening

services and the C. E. meetings has been very good.

The East Selma Building is about ready for the plasterers. Arrangements are

being made for the opening. The debt now amounts to $1,206.51; it ought to be

lifted. ^

The attendance at the Sabbath services in the Indian Mission has been good v

notwithstanding the fact that there has been considerable sickness. Mr. Paul Cole-

man and Miss Adams have been appointed to labor there during the summer.

Mr. Crozier met with the Board. The East Craftsbury case will not be tried

before the March term of Court, and perhaps not till a later date.

J. W. Sproull.
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MONOGRAPHS.

SOME IMPRESSIONS OF A NEW-
COMER.

What seems to be regarded on all hands

as an event unique in the history of the

Church of the Covenanters, was the de-

parture of ten missionaries as her repre-

sentatives, from the same port, on the

same vessel, and for the same destination.

Most of these were newly appointed by

the Churcji. One was a returning mis-

sionary. This latter fact may perhaps

account in some measure for the rather

incongruous and unreliable statement of

a certain local newspaper, which noted

that "there had sailed for China four new
missionaries with their wives, all of them

new but one.”

These ten, after a pleasant and prosper-

ous voyage across the mighty deep, found

themselves on the morning of Oct. 17,

steaming up West River on the last stage

of their long journey. The sun was ris-

ing upon Tak Hing as the little river

steamer announced by its shrill whistle

that it was nearing its stopping place.

Already we had passed the Mission build-

ings, from which Old Glory floated in the

breeze, and where also all the towels and

table linen available apparently were being

employed b}' both Americans and Chinese

to wave us a salute. Twelve years before

the same sun had risen upon this place,

but had one of our company sailed up

this same river then he would have re-

ceived no such greeting. What hath God
wrought? The Sun of Righteousness also

has arisen with healing in His wings.

Two months have passed since that

time, and it may not be presumptuous to

give some of the impressions received, of

the work which represents the Covenant-

ers in this place.

Sailing up the river, one is able to see

more or less clearly all of the Mission

buildings from the vessel. Upon landing

the first he comes to is the chapel, which

overlooks the river and stands where the

Church should always stand—in the very

foreground. Past it stretches the
Cf
big

road,” which presents to the American

one of the Chinese anomalies of being

neither "big,” nor a "road.” It is simply

a footpath, trodden hard and smooth by

the ceaseless tread of many, many feet,

most of them bare through the necessity

of poverty. From this wayside into the

house of God, many travelers turn aside,

and it is to be hoped that some see the

great sight of a crucified Redeemer.

The chapel is a substantial brick build-

ing, capable of seatii^g some three hun-

dred. Thither the tribes go up, and with

joy. The ringing of the chapel bell calls

the assembly together, and they gather for

divine worship, having turned from idols

to serve the living and the true God. The

services of the Sabbath are not unlike

those in the home land on the first day

of the week—Sabbath school at* 10,

preaching at 11 and at 2 o
?

clock. The

audiences average about seventy-five or

eighty, and the attention and reverence

shown would put to shame some congre-

gations in America. The singing of

David’s Psalms is indulged in by the

Chinese with a heartiness that is worthy

of commendation. The harmony is not

so jDerfect. They make a loud noise, but

not always skillfully. Howbeit, we trust

that it is with grace in the heart.

The men sit on one side of the chapel,

the women on the other, as is customary

in public assemblies. Neither men nor

women wear hats, and it is well, as the

customary headgear for both men and’
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women is three feet in diameter and um-

brella shaped. A collection is lifted every

Sabbath, to which the Chinese contribute

with an apparent cheerfulness. One mem-
ber pledged the one-sixth of Jiis yearly in-

come to the Church’s work, and gave

some more besides. That might properly

be called liberality. On a certain day

when the collection was being lifted a

little child of one of the members ran

more than half way up the aisle to deposit

his mite in the basket. What a shock it

would give a worthy deacon in one of the

home churches to be thus -pursued bv a

cheerful giver.

The basement of the building serves as

the prayer meeting and training school

room. Devotional exercises are held here

every night, and prayer meeting every

Wednesday night. These impress the new-

comer as being very uplifting. The

Chinese engage in the exercises with

manifest delight, and with a spontaneity

that is indeed without constraint. We
have been in prayer meetings where there

was not much that was spontaneous except

the silence. But when the Chinese are

received into the Church and trained

a while, the}*- regard themselves as being

under obligation to take some part in

the prayer meeting '

“aside from singing,”

without any additional pledge. The sim-

plicity with which they worship is mani-

fest on all sides, and it is said also that

those who were most conscientious in the

worship of images, being “mad upon their

idols,” are now the most zealous worship-

pers of the true God.

The next building in the compound is

the hospital, which is quite an imposing-

structure, and is equipped with accom-

modations for caring for the sick such as

are adapted to these people. The classes

of diseases treated vary greatly, but at this

season malaria is the chief complaint.

The malaria mosquitoes abound here, and

draw no color line, though they seem to

regard newcomers in particular as lawful

prey and easy victims. * The doctors go

each week to Do Sing and Ma Hui, and

some 'other country districts and find

plenty of opportunity to exercise their

gifts along the line of their profession,

and also to j)our in some of the Balm of

Gilead into sin-sick souls.

Another work of interest carried on is

that of the boys’ and girls’ schools, where

a lot of bright-looking youngsters are

being trained along many useful lines, but

especially in Bible truth. Both schools

have all or nearly all they can accommo-

date. The permanent value of such work

can hardly be overestimated, either as to

the blessing it will bring for both worlds

to those who are trained, or as to the

greater blessing their ministry of love

will bring in riper years to their fellow-

men. Of the work done in the training

school, where five young men are being

trained for doing the work of evangelists,

we cannot now speak particularly nor of

the work of the three booksellers, as it

would prolong this letter too much.

The dwelling houses of the missionaries

are built on a plan calculated to suit the

conditions of climate, being large, weil-

ventilated and protected from the heat

by wide verandas. There are two double

houses, and in these twenty-two people

—

sixteen adults and six children—live very

comfortably; but there are no rooms to

let.

All are busy at their work. The vet-

erans, at their several posts of duty; the

newcomers wrestling with this, as yet,

unspeakable language; some, however, are

presumptuous enough to believe they are

making some progress. Those on the field

tell us that the lainguage is acquired in

two ways : first, by diligent, faithful, per-

severing and incessant study; second, by

absorption. We may not have much to
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expect in the matter of study, but we have

great hopes from absorption. There is a

tendency to become a trifle restive under

the long delay from active work, occa-

sioned by the barrier of an unknown
tongue, but the veterans say it is not so

much what we say as what we do, that

will influence these people. It is a case

of being living epistles.

Within the Mission compound, furthest

away from the busy tread of passersby, is

a spot which is sacred in its loneliness.

Four grassy mounds, one of them a short

one, tell their own precious story of lives

consecrated to the Master, and now, after

faithful service, gone to be with Him. To

this place tender memories cling, and from

it hallowed inspirations speed to the home
land, as well as work mightily here, for

“they being dead yet speak.” Surely the

Church will not suffer to flag for an in-

stant her interest in the work of which the

seed sowing has cost so much. The flight

of the year 1907 reminds us that the “time

is short” in which to work, for the night

cometh. The diligence of the death angel

reminds us of the same stern fact. The

Chinese do not have regular burying

grounds, but bury their dead wherever

they can find a “lucky spot.” The Mis-

sion is located at the extreme eastern

edge of the city, but from our window,

and within a distance of less than a quar-

ter of a mile, we have witnessed the burial

of eleven persons. There were ten of us

who sailed from Seattle. More than that

number of souls here, to our own knowl-

edge, to say nothing of many more, have

been called to answer the dread summons.

One possibly had a knowledge of the way

of life. “Where no vision is the people

perish.”

The missionaries hope and pray that

the Memorial Fund will be raised in its

entirety. One who sees conditions as they

really exist in heathendom, will not

question for a moment that there is need

for all that sum in those fields that are

intrusted by the Lord of the harvest to

us as a Church. It is known also that

there are sons and daughters of the

Church preparing themselves for the for-

eign work. They will have to be sent out

and supported. What a fitting tribute of

treasure and sons to lay together at the

feet of King Emmanuel ! Let those whose

riches God has increased reflect upon the

inscription written by one beneath the

figure of his bleeding Lord, as He hung

upon the cross : “This, Thou hast done

for me. What shall I do for Thee ?”

W. M. Robb.

Tah Hing Chau, China.

CHINESE EXCLUSION ACT.

“Thou shalt neither vex a stranger, nor

oppress him, for ye were strangers in the

land of Egypt.” Ex. 22, 21.

At a large missionary conference, held

recently in San Francisco, I heard Bishop

Walden, of Cincinnati, 0., make this

statement : “The Chinese are the most in-

tellectual people of Asia, and the best

heathen in the world.” The large audi-

ence manifested approval of these Avords.

In recent years Japan has received the

attention and sympathy of Americans, and

in the Central and Eastern States the

opinion prevails that the Japanese are

intellectually and morally superior to the

Chinese, but on our Pacific Coast, Avhere

we mingle with thousands of both nations,

universal approbation is given to the

Bishop’s estimate.

What has been our treatment of these,

the choicest people of a neighboring con-

tinent? To dwell on this page of our

national history brings the blush of shame

to the cheek of a true American. We have

violated the law “Thou shalt neither vex

a stranger nor oppress him.” We have

treated the Chinese with special discrim-
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inatory hostility and injustice. Just now,

when Japanese, Koreans, Hindoos, Arabs

and other Asiatics are pushing our hun-

gry laboring men to the wall, thoughtful

people all over the coast are asking the

question, "Why do we so rigidly exclude

the Chinaman—the best of all Asiatics

—

and .open the door to those less worthy

and desirable ?” Why refuse citizenship to

the Chinaman and grant it to other for-

eigners coming to our shores? Why by

law forbid the intermarriage of the

Chinese and Americans and sanction such

union with other foreign born? Why
allow our children, to freely mingle in

our schools with the children of other for-

eigners and segregate the Mongolian’s chil-

dren, sending them to Oriental schools ?

These questions become more embarrass-

ing and difficult to answer as time passes

and the Chinaman continues to live his

quiet, inoffensive, law-abiding, industri-

ous life among us, and the popular opin-

ion' of the Chinaman is changing. We
came to this coast expecting to find great

hostility toward the Chinese, but believe

I can truly say that John Chinaman is

the most popular of all foreigners. Years

ago Dennis Kearney and other "sand-lot”

orators fomented public hatred of the

Chinese, but in recent months such prom-

inent and leading men as General John

P. Irish and the poet Joaquin Miller

have on the public platform denounced

our national treatment of the Chinese, and

their sentiments were given widespread

and favorable publicity by the public

press.

Yet the Chinese Exclusion Act remains

in force, and it is with a technical and

harsh interpretation of this law rather

than with the spirit of it that fault is

found. In order that we may see our

own conduct from a Chinese point of view

I quote at length from an article by Fu
Chi Hao, M.A., published several months

ago in the Outlook. After expressing high

appreciation of our Government’s friendly

attitude toward China during and after

the Boxer uprising, and testifying to the

friendships he had formed with many
Americans, he then adds : "But I do hate

the misinterpretation of the Chinese Ex-

clusion law by your Government. The

original idea of the law is lost. The of-

ficials on the Pacific Coast have made it

their special business to find errors in the

papers of every Chinese who came to this

country, so as to send them back, whether

they are laborers or not. Pardon me
if I give a brief review of the personal

treatment I received from America a few

years ago. In the fall of 1901 a college

mate and myself were brought by an

American missionary to this country with

the hope of getting an American college

education, which would enable us to take

part in the uplifting of China in the near

future. Glad indeed were we when our

steamer, Doric, entered the Golden Gate

on Sept. 13, 1901. Christian America

was reached at last. Our hearts were full

of anticipation of the pleasure and warm
welcome we would receive from Christian

friends. I was very much surprised

to learn, after waiting several days in

the steamer, that the passports which we

had with us were not accepted by the

American officials. There were several

objections to the papers. In the first

place, we ought to have got them not

from Li Hung Chang, the highest and

most powerful official in North China at

that time, but from his subordinate, the

Customs Taotai, the Collector of the Port

at Tientsin. In the second place, our

papers were in the form of passports,

while the law of this country requires

certificates. The careless American Con-

sul at Tientsin had made still other mis-

takes and omissions in his English trans-

lation. We learned that we were denied
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the privilege of landing and were to go

back to China on the same steamer. How-
ever. our friends in the city did their best

to prevent deportation. Letters and tele-

grams began to fly to the Chinese Min-

ister and the Secretary of the Treasury

Department at Washington. We were

finally allowed to stay in the detention

shed when the Doric left for China.. The

detention shed is another name for a

‘Chinese Jail/ I have visited quite a few

jails and state prisons in this country,

but have never seen any place half so

bad. It is situated at one end of the

wharf, reached by a long, narrow stair-

wav. The interior is about one hundred

feet square. Oftentimes they put in as

man}7 as two liundred human beings. The

whitewashed windows and the wire net-

ting attached to them add to the misery.

The air is impure, the place is crowded.

No friends are allowed to come in and

see the unfortunate sufferers without spe-

cial permission. No letters are allowed

either to be sent out or to come in. There

are no tables, no chairs. We were treated

like animals and were fed on the floor.

Kicking and swearing by the white man
in charge was not a rare thing. I was

not surprised to have pointed out to me
the place where a heart-broken Chinaman

had hanged himself after four months'

imprisonment in this, dreadful dungeon,

thus to end his agony and the shameful

outrage. After staying a whole week in

this miserable den, we were allowed to

come out at the request of a physician,

because our suffering was too great for

physical endurance. The Chinese Con-

sul had to give a bond for two thousand

dollars before this request was granted.

We stayed in San Francisco more than

half a year waiting for our new passports,

owing to the death of the great Viceroy,

Li Hung Chang, and to the fact that not

until August, 1902, did the Allies permit

the Customs Taotai to occupy his official

residence and take up his customary

duties in Tientsin. Having obtained per-

mission from our bondsman, we started

for Oberlin in August, a whole year of

precious time and hundreds of dollars

having been wasted. Our future address

being handed to the officials, it being un-

derstood that if our new passports were

not correct we were to return to San

Francisco.

“We had chosen our route to Oberlin

by the Canadian Pacific Railway, but, un-

fortunately, we did not reckon with the

fact that the road lies partly on Canadian

soil. The collector at the boundary was

easy and kind enough to let us go out,

but after three days’ traveling, when we

came back to the boundary, we were

stopped at midnight in a place called

Portal, North Dakota, by American au-

thority. This was followed by six weeks’

anxiety. Once more telegrams and letters

began to fly to Washington by the score.

A professor in Oberlin College and an

expert lawyer of Washington, many
friends who knew us in China, and many
influential friends who knew us in this

country, sent appeals in our behalf to the

authorities in Washington and San Fran-

cisco, but all in vain. We had no right

to re-enter the United States after we

once got out. Then telegrams came from

San Francisco urging our immediate re-

turn. as the officials pressed him for the

bond of two thousand dollars. In de-

spair we prepared to obey; but, alas!

another law forbids selling tickets to

any part of the United States without

proper certificates. The law required us

to return to San Francisco, the law re-

fused us permission to travel on Ameri-

can soil and forbade us buying tickets..

At this critical point another permission

was obtained from the Attorney-General,

through the request of our kind friends.
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that we might remain in Canada for three

months, waiting for the papers which were

sent for the third time.

“The papers finally came in January,

1903, and, strange to say, were accepted

by the American Government. But here

arose another difficulty. We had planned

before we started from China to work

our way through college and not depend

entirely on bur kind friends; but the law

in this Country refuses us the privilege

of doing any kind of manual labor. If

at an}r time during our course of study

they find us waiting on the table, wash-

ing dishes or mowing -the lawn in summer,

immediate deportation will follow. Fur-

thermore, we must give evidence to the

U. S. Government that ice have money to

carfy us through the entire course of

study for six or seven years, without doing

any kind of manual labor.

“We were more than glad to reach

Oberlin on the 10th of January, 1903.

Our journey from San Francisco to Ober-

lin had taken us sixteen months. Do you

blame me for having such hard feelings

against America as a nation after the try-

ing experiences I have above described?

Hundreds, yes thousands, of Chinese are

receiving such shameful treatment all the

time. A high class Chinese lady, who

came here six years ago to join her hus-

band, who was a merchant in San Fran-

cisco, was not allowed to land, and there-

fore she drowned herself in San Francisco

Bay; yet you allow the worst classes from

other nations to pour into this country

by the thousands and tens of thousands.

After six years of careful study and

close observation, and after the personal

treatment I have received, my attitude

toward America is totally changed.

America is not so good a friend to China

as I had mistakenly thought, because in

no part of the earth are the Chinese so

ill-treated and humiliated as in America.”

We were filled with shame and indigna-

tion when we read these statements by

Fu Chi Hao. That a Christian China-

man, who had a treaty right to come to

the United States and pursue his studies

as a student, who had passports bearing

the signature of so high and distinguished

an official as Li Hung Chang, should, on

technicalities and hair-splitting of the

letter of Exclusion law, be so disgrace-

fully treated is a reproach to our nation.

We have vexed and oppressed the stranger.

As I have a personal friend who is a

United States official in San Francisco,

and whose position enabled him to know
something on the question involved, I

called his attention to Fu Chi Hao’s state-

ments, and he requested the whole article,

so that he might compare it with official

records of the Government. My friend

afterward assured me that he did not

doubt Fu Chi Hao’s statements, but be-

lieved them correct. When I asked if the

article misrepresented or exaggerated the

horrors of the “detention shed,” my friend

said he had visited that chamber of tor-

ture, and it would not be possible to mis-

represent it, but it might be difficult to

properly portray it, and with deep ear-

nestness in his voice, said, “It is a dam-
nable shame for a civilized nation to thrust

human beings in such a place.”

Justice to our Government officials re-

quires us to add that their utmost vigil-

ance is often put to the test to meet the

shrewd and diplomatic Celestial, who
seeks to evade the restrictions of the Ex-

clusion law. Also we believe the experi-

ence of Fu Chi Hao as given above to be

very exceptional, as Chinamen are con-

stantly entering our ports according to the'

provision of the law, and encounter no

difficulties. Only last evening two young-

men who landed from China last month
came to our Chinese night school. They
could not understand a word of English,O s
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but after they had received their first

lesson in our language they joined with

the others of the school in reading in the

Chinese New Testament. Our lesson was

the sixth chapter of Luke, and as they

read its sweet beatitudes, its golden rule

of conduct, its ro}ral law of love
—“Love

your enemies, do good to them that hate

you, and pray for them that despitefully

use }
Tou”—as they read I ceased not to

pray the Spirit of the Master might come

on both these strangers and ourselves, so

that love and not rudeness and hatred

might become the universal basis of in-

dividual conduct, and also be the bond of

national comity and international juris-

prudence.

W. C. Allejt.

209 East Tenth St., Oakland, Cal.,

Feb. 12, 1908.

THE MAD CAREER OF JOHN NEWTON.
(concluded from page 45.)

There was a man on the ship who was

returning -from England to the west

coast of Africa, where, having once been

landed in a destitute condition, he had

taken to dealing in slaves, in which traffic

he had grown rich. There were a number

of white men scattered along this coast

who were engaged in this nefarious busi-

ness. Having at length arrived here the

captain died and Newton being on bad

terms with the man who succeeded to the

command, and fearing that he would turn

him over the first opportunity to a man-

of-war, a fate he now dreaded more than

death, he decided to remain and try his

fortune in slave catching. He entered the

service of the man who had returned from

England in their ship, and secured his

discharge from the ship. The day before

it sailed he landed on the island of Ben-

anoes, and in what a condition! with lit-

tle but the clothes upon his back, like

one escaping from shipwreck. Worse he

could not become; but he felt that his

wickedness would now have greater scope.

He determined to do something to retrieve

his lost time. He had entered the service

of his new master without a written con-

tract. He was anxious to please him;

but a negro woman with whom his master

lived conceived a hatred of him and turned

his master against him.

Taken sick, he was left behind by his

master when he sailed on his' first ex-

pedition. The black woman in whose care

he*had been left neglected him to such a

degree that when burning with fever he

could not so much as get a drink of water.

Behold this wretched man ! Sick to death,

his bed a mat laid upon a board, a log of

wood for a pillow, with barely sufficient

food to preserve his life, so that often-

times he had to slip away at night and

steal roots from the plantation at the

risk of being caught .and punished as a

thief. The roots he had to eat raw for

fear of detection. All this while the per-

son to whose care he had been committed

lived in plenty. Sometimes, when in a

particularly amiable mood, she would

send him food on the plate on which she

had previously dined, and this he received

with avidity. Sometimes the wretched

slaves in the chain, pitying him, would

secretly bring him food. When he was

slowly recovering health, this hardened

woman would mock and insult him and

have her attendants pelt him with limes.

There was one virtue he had always pre-

served, and that was his honesty. Yet

when his master took him along on his

next voyage, another dealer accused him

to his master of dishonesty, which charge

his master believed without any evidence

of his guilt. He was now locked on deck

and allowed a single pint of rice for a

day’s allowance, or till his master’s return

to the ship, which was sometimes pro-

longed to more than a day. He had, how-
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ever, the opportunity of catching fish oc-

casionally. When his master had a dinner

of fowl he kindly allowed him the entrails

with which to bait his hooks. If he had

the good fortune to catch a fish, his joy

was well-nigh unbounded. Such fish, half

burned rather than broiled, without either

bread or salt, he accounted a delicious

meal. If he failed to catch a fish, he

made an effort to sleep away his hunger

till the next slack water, when he would

again try to secure a fish. He suffered

from insufficient clothing as well as from

want of food. The rainy season had come,

and he was often exposed to wind and

rain continuously for twenty or thirty or

even forty hours at a time, his whole out-

fit of clothing being a shirt, a pair of

trousers, a cotton kerchief for a cap, and

about two yards of cotton cloth for a coat,

or in place of an upper garment. Such

exposure ruined his health. When neces-

sity required him to wash his one shirt he

had to sit and shiver until it dried. On
his return to the plantation he fared no

better. Yet in all his misery he could find

some entertainment in the study of math-

ematics. Only one book had he brought

ashore with him. It was Euclid,, and

often would he steal away to some remote

part of the island and work out problems

with a stick upon the sand !

He wrote two or three times to his

father, describing his condition. He
wrote also to one other person who was

still the object of his love. He at last

secured his master’s consent to his going to

live with another trader. Soon after this

change he became decently dressed; and

living in plenty, he began to consider

himself happy, and despairing of ever

realizing the hopes of his sane moments,

determined to stay with the traders and

end his life among them. Though less

miserable than before, he was not less

degraded, and had he carried out his pur-

pose he would never have risen to the

dignity of manhood. But God interposed.

A vessel arrived whose captain had in-

structions to find and bring him again

to England. Finding him indisposed to

go, he told him a lie of a fortune that

had, he said, been left him. Believing the

story, his hopes revived, and he thought

the way might open up now to his mar-

riage with the one he loved, and he de-

cided to accompany the captain. They

were taking a cargo of gold, ivory, dye-

woods and beeswax, a tedious cargo to

collect. The captain, though not a re-

ligious man, was distressed at his pro-

fanity, for which he frequently reproved

him and expressed a fear that he had a

Jonah aboard.

One of his favorite amusements was

promoting drinking bouts. On one occa-

sion when trying with four or five others

on the deck who could drink the most of

two kinds of liquor alternately, he was the

first to lose his head and began to dance

wildly over the deck; in doing so his hat

went overboard, and he was about going

over after it when some one laid hold of

him and prevented his mad design. This

saved his life, for he was unable to swim,

and was drunk besides; his companions

also were too drunk to have rendered him

assistance, and all the rest of the ship’s

company were asleep. The crime of drink-

ing was worse in his case because he cared

nothing for strong liquor. He drank sim-

ply to do wrong. This was one of the

many instances in which his life was al-

.most miraculously preserved. While no

doubt there is such a providence attending

us all and saving our lives from danger

day by day, yet there are few lives in

which the danger and the deliverance are

so often conspicuous.

I come now to speak of what God de-

signed to make the turning point in his

life, and the means of terminating his
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mad career. It was a storm which awoke

him by night when a heavy sea broke upon

them and filled the cabin where he lay,

.
simultaneously with which he heard a cry

on deck that the ship was sinking. He
started for the deck, but turned back at

the captain’s request to bring a knife,

when another passed up in his place and

was immediately swept overboard.

At first he was little affected. He said

it would do them in a few days to talk of

over their wine. “No,” cried another

with tears, “it is too late.” Some time in

the morning he went to speak to the cap-

tain, and returning, said, “If this will not

do, the Lord have mercy upon us.” It

was the first prayer he had offered for

years, and he was almost startled at its

utterance.

The ship had been so long on the voy-

age and in so hot a climate that it was

in flo fit condition to weather the storm.

They had to pump incessantly, and to

make, matters worse, provisions grew

scarce and they were put on short rations.

One man died from the hardships and the

captain reproached Newton as the cause

of all the distress, and expressed the opin-

ion that they could not hope to be saved

otherwise than by casting him overboard.

Newton thought himself that the captain’s

view was probably right. He had now

seen the finger of God, and he stood self-

condemned before Him Who rules in the

raging of the sea.

To be brief, in four weeks from the

night the storm broke on them they sight-

ed land and anchored on the Irish coast*

Their last mess was boiling in the pot. It

was fair when the}^ anchored in the harbor,

but immediately after a storm sprang up,

so that one may say had they been delayed

a half hour in reaching a haven, they

would all assuredly have perished.

While in Ireland waiting the repair of

the ship, Newton publicly professed his

faith and united with the Church. He was

still deficient in knowledge on many
points, but nevertheless seems to have

been truly converted. Before he reached

England his father had sailed for Amer-
ica, so that he never saw him again. But
he had several kind letters from him.

After this he made several voyages in

connection wdth the slave trade, concern-

ing the evil of which he seemed to have

had no thought as yet, though he hated it

as degrading and often prayed the Lord to

open up the way for him to engage in

some more humane occupation. On his

voyages he spent all his leisure time in

studying and in writing letters to the one

he loved and who had promised to become

his wife. His father had, before leaving

England, kindly gone to Kent and secured

the consent of the family to the union.

There are one or two more steps inter-

vening before his entering upon the work

of a minister, but I have covered the

ground I proposed to cover. So I must

close with the general statement that he

became an able and thoroughly evangelical

preacher of the gospel. Nothing that he

wrote appears to be much esteemed now.

I nevertheless believe his sermons may be

read with much profit by those who wish

to know with what meat to feed hungry

souls.

I can imagine that while there would be

great joy among many in heaven on his

conversion, that his mother would rejoice

most of all and give thanks to God that

her prayers for her boy had been kept in

remembrance before Him.

We should also rejoice at this additional

proof that men should pray always and

not faint. 'And Christian parents should

learn from the record of this mad career

of one who became so famous a servant of

Christ, to never despair of their children.

R. J. Dodds.

Sterling, Kansas.
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EDITORIAL NOTES.

Would you like to have an accurate map of our mission fields in Syria,

Asia Minor and Cyprus? Apply at once to Mr. Jas. S. Tibby, 411 Penn
Building, Pittsburgh, Pa., who will give you a map for 50 cents, exactly one=

fourth of the original cost, and 13 cents for postage.

Attention is called to the financial

statement presented by Treasurer Walter

T. Miller to the Board of Foreign Mis-

sions at its January meeting. This and

similar statements that are to be published

every two months for the benefit of the

churches, should be carefully studied by

those who would keep in touch with the

foreign missionary operations "of the

Church, and have a correct conception of

their individual responsibility to support

the work. An accurate knowledge of the

necessary expenditures will be the measure

of their liberality for this purpose.

Treasurer Walter T. Miller, 82 Beaver

Street, New York, reports the following

contributions received for the

Semi-Centennial Fund
since the acknowledgments made in Olive

Trees for February:

An aged member of Second New
York (third contribution) $1.00

L. M. S. of Morning Sun Cong. . . 41.10

Elsey Harsh, of Sterling Cong. ... 10.00

A. J. McFarland and wife, of La-

takia, Syria 100.00

J. M. Balph and wife, of Latakia,

Syria 25.00

Miss Mattie R. Wylie, of Latakia,

Syria 25.00

Mr. and Mrs. S. Edgar, Latakia,

Syria 25.00

Miss Zada Patton, of Latakia,

Syria 25.00

Junior Society, Denison Cong.... 12.00

Sterling, Kansas, Covenanters*

Young People’s Union 10.00

Mrs. .Maria G-amble and famdlv,

of Connersville, Ind., specially

for China 25.00

A Covenanter family, of Winches-

ter, Kans 50.00

S. S. Winchester Cong 43.43

A Friend of Missions, of Winches-

ter, Kans 200.00

Samuel Davis, of Princeton, Ind. . 10.00

S. R. Davis, Princeton, Ind 10.00

S. S. Superior Cong 57.00

L. M. S., Long Branch Cong 17.00

Mrs. Thos. Montgomery, of Second

New York Cong 5.00

S. S. of Bovina Cong 100.00

A Missionary in China 50.00

Rev. A. I. Robb, of Tak Hing
Chau, China 50.00

Rev. and Mrs. R. A. Blair, of Tak
Hing Chau, China 25.00

Westminster Cong. Newburg, N.Y. 25.00

W. M. S. of Oakdale Cong 15.00

H. Downie’s Class No. 13 in S. S.,

Seattle Cong 10.00

A Family of Brooklyn, N. Y., Con.100.00

Adding these $1066.53 to the $3481.15

reported a month ago, we have a present

total of $4547.68, or less than one-fifth

of the special fund of $25,000 asked for

to commemorate the goodness of the en-

throned Redeemer in allowing us to labor

in the foreign field with good success for

half a century. Olive Trees expects that

next month will show a large increase in

the receipts.

Rev. James M. Foster sent us in Janu-

ary fifty dollars from the Sabbath school
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of the Second Reformed Presbyterian

Congregation, Boston, their annual con-

tribution toward the support of a native

teacher in Syria: The money has been

passed on to Treasurer Walter T. Miller.

Mrs. J. Babcock, of E. Craftsbury, Yt.,

enclosed with her renewal for Olive

Trees, an additional dollar, “to be used

where most needed,” and we have appro-

priated it to the work in Cyprus. Mrs.

Margaret Lawson, of* Barnesville, N. B.,

Canada, has also contributed five dollars,

to be expended for missionary purposes

at our discretion, and we have added them

to the young women’s fund.

The Mission in Northern Syria writes

that the interests of the work seem to de-

mand the immediate appointment of a

matron for the hospital at Latakia. Un-

less assistance is provided for Dr. Balph,

his usefulness as a medical missionary will

be impaired, and very likely his health

will give way under the pressure of over-

work. There is a limit to physical en-

durance. The only qualifications for this

position are good health, and a desire to

increase the efficiency of the medical de-

partment. Not infrequently patients are

received into the hospital from distant

villages where they never heard of Christ

and an opportunity is thus presented of

teaching them the only way to life under

specially favorable circumstances. Surely

there is some one ready to consecrate her-

self to the Lord for this service.

At the close of a recent letter, covering

renewals for Olive Trees, Rev. John

Lynd, D.D., of Belfast, Ireland, makes

this appreciative reference to our new

missionaries to Syria:

“We enjoyed greatly a visit from Mr.

and Mrs. Edgar and Miss French on their

way to Syria. Mr. Edgar’s address at a

missionary meeting we had was quite

stimulating, and proved, I believe, one

of the influences under which our mis-

sionary contributions have been consider-

ably increased this year.”

Since last acknowledgments the follow-

ing contributions have been received

toward the salary of }
roung women’s mis-

sionary for 1908

:

Mrs. J. B. Williamson, Cambridge,

Mass $3.65

Mrs. J. C. Taylor, Beaver Falls, Pa. 5.20

Miss Eliza Cannon, Wyman, la. . . 5.20

Mrs. M. E. McKee, Clarinda, la. . 15.00

Mrs. John Turbitt, New York. ... 5.20

Miss Sara M. Robison, Dresden, O. 5.00

Miss Sadie E. Caskey, Allegheny,

Pa 10.00

A friend of missions, Francisco,Ind. 1.50

Mrs. Margaret Lawson, Barnesville,

N. B 5.00

A Friend of Missions, New York. 12.50

Another Friend of Missions, N. Y. 12.50

Also one contribution toward salary of

ministers’ missionary for 1908:

Memorial of Rev. D. McKee,

Clarinda, la $15.00

And one contribution toward salary of

elders’ missionary for 1908

:

Mr. John Robison, Dresden, O. . . .*'$4.50

At the meeting of the Board of Foreign

Missions, in January, 1908, the follow-

ing minute relating to the death of the

late Henry' Martin, was placed on its

records, and has been forwarded to Olive

Trees for publication:

Mr. Henr}r Martin was from early life

a Reformed Presbyterian. He entered

into full communion with the Second

Congregation ' of Philadelphia while yet

a young man. After his removal to the

West his relation to the Church was con-

tinued respectively in the congregations

of St. Louis and Cincinnati. In the latter

he was a ruling elder for many years.
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Here Mrs. Martin died, a woman dearly

.beloved in the home and in the Church.

He soon after this retired from active

business, and later married Miss Virginia

S. Handy, of Philadelphia, where he

henceforth made his home, reconnecting

with the Second Church of the Covenant-

ers of this city.

His interest in the schemes and work

of the Church wr
as not spasmodic, but

considerate, and his gifts were after due

reflection as to the purpose and adminis-

tration of the material provided by the

Church as well as ends expected to be ac-

complished by the appointees and workers.

He always had a conscientious regard

for the opinions of others, and acted with

firm attachment to the Reformed Presby-

terian Church. But this did not restrict

his liberality in directions that were de-

vised and calculated to promote the King-

dom of our Lord, though out of direct

control of the Church. His large gift

for education in China to the Christian

College in China was in this line of

„ thought and action.

His prevision was correct. In his first

gift to the China Mission, which was with-

out restriction, he provided the necessary

means, when it was needed for the erec-

tion of suitable mission buildings, at the

proper time, which were in due order of

Providence located at Tak Hing Chau,

thus stimulating the interest and confi-

dence of the whole Church in the work

for China.

His latest gift to our . Church was also

for China, carrying out what seemed to

have been a strong conviction, early

reached in his mind, that the continued

providences, which were presented in

China, warranted gifts by which the wotIv

for Christ there was to be extended and

sustained.

We thus record our high appreciation

of .the underlying and intelligently con-

ceived motives, believing that these were

inspired by the great Head of the Church,

into whose presence we are confident our

friend has been called to remain with joy

unspeakable forever.

Walter T. Miller,

J. C. McFeeters,

Committee.

-#
Within the last few months we have re-

ceived and forwarded to Rev. Prank H. L.

Paton, B.D., the present representative

of the work in Newr Hebrides, with which

the name of his father, the late Dr. John

G-. Paton, will always be identified, the

following contributions :

Robt. Redpath, Pittsburg, Pa $3.00

Frank Redpath, Pittsburg, Pa. . . 1.00

A young woman, her sister and a

friend 20.00

Mr. Wm. R. Moody, E. Northfield,

Mass 35.25

Miss Frances E. Hyde, Secretary

of a Boys* Missionary Class,

First Congregational Church,

Chester Park, L. I., N. Y., for

the support of a native teacher on

the islands 30.00

Miss Jane C. Simpson, Thompson-

ville, Conn., an annual offering. . 27.00

Mr. T. B. Jackson, Paw Paw, Van
Buren County, Mich 35.00

On March 22, 1907, we received and

sent on to Mr. Paton, two dollars from

the Junior Societ}' of Bethany Church,

Danville, Pa. His letter of acknowledg-

ment was, owing probably to a mistake

of ours in the State address, returned to

him as “not found,” and ultimately came

back to our office. All that we can do

now is to publish a copy of the letter from

Mr. Paton, ' hoping that it will fall under

the eye of some one who can furnish the

correct address, and then the original let-

ter will be mailed to the Society for pre-

servation :
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Pollokshields, Sept. 26, 1907.

Junior Society Bethany Church ,

Danville, Pa.

Dear Friends:

Dr. Sommerville has forwarded to me
the sum of $2, which you so kindly sent

to him for our New Hebrides Mission.

The letter followed me half-way round the

world, and that is why you have had to

wait so long for an answer.

I thank you very much on behalf of our

Committee for your donation. It will

help to bring the knowledge of Jesus and

His love into the hearts and lives of some

of the young people in the far-away New
Hebrides. Some day Jesus Himself will

thank you and tell you how glad it made

Him that you should want to help those

for whom He died. And, oh ! it is so

sad the way the people live where Jesus is

not known. They are so cruel, and fight

so constantly, that there is little joy in

their lives. But when they come to know

about Jesus and His love everything be-

comes so different.

One day a teacher was shot beside me,

and although his wound was very sore,

he said to me afterward, “Jesus bore as

great a pain as this for me, it is good

that I bear it, too.” He was glad to suf-

fer pain or even death for Jesus, because

Jesus had suffered so much for him. Oh,

let us do all we can to win for Jesus all

His dear children who are in the far

country.

Again thanking you,

I am yours sincerely,

Frank H. L. Paton.

The Fleming H. Revell Co. has sent us

Breaking Down Chinese Walls. By El-

liott I. Osgood, M.D. Price, $1 net.

This book is written from the view-

point of a medical missionary after an

experience of eight years, and is full of

proofs that one of the most potent fac-

tors in evangelistic work among the

heathen is the life. No one can read it

without a growing conviction that there

is abundant reason for expending large

sums of money to sustain physicians and

establish hospitals in heathen countries.

Spend a day with the author in the dis-

pensary or listen to his hospital stories,

and you will agree with him when he says,

“The influence of the medical work ex-

tends beyond the bounds of all other mis-

sionary activities,” and again, “The

Christian home, planted in the midst of

heathenism, is one* of the greatest evan-

gelizing agencies known to Christian

Missions.” Ask him, “Do the Chinese

converts make sincere Christians ?” or

“Do little girls count?” and he will re-

late incidents touching, fascinating, con-

clusive as to the value of medical mis-

sions. The volume is worth far more to

any man and his family than what it costs.

Olive Trees requests its readers to call

the attention of their friends to the mis-

sionary letters and articles that appear

from month to month in its columns.

In this way they will inform some, who

do not subscribe for the magazine, of

what is being done in the foreign fields

and thus serve the cause of Christ.

One missionary, after
,

passing through the first years of contact with heathenism, in

a letter to his father, cried out his heart-sickness, “It breaks my heart to see the

misery of these starving people—starving for want of bread and for want of hope. I

wish the Christians in America could be brought face to face with these people for a

little while, that they might realize their duty. I t breaks my heart to see the suffering,

but, after once seeing it, I could not leave them if I would. They need me and I must

stay.”

—

Dr. Elliott I. Osgood.
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